
 

Solastalgia and the gendered nature of climate change: An example from Erub
Island, Torres Strait

   
   
   
Abstract:

This communication focuses on respected older womens' ('Aunties') experiences of climate and other
environmental change observed on Australia's Erub Island in the Torres Strait. By documenting these
experiences, we explore the gendered nature of climate change, and provide new perspectives on how
these environmental impacts are experienced, enacted and responded to. The way these adverse changes
affect people and places is bound up with numerous constructions of difference, including gender. The
responses of the Aunties interviewed to climate change impacts revealed Solastalgia; feelings of sadness,
worry, fear and distress, along with a declining sense of self, belonging and familiarity.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10393-011-0698-6   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location
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 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Mental Health/Stress

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Other Vulnerable Population: Older women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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